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BRF Announces Successful Inaugural Year of 

Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program 
 

Shreveport, La. – Today, the Biomedical Research Foundation (BRF) presented its report card on a very 

successful first year of its Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program (EAP).   

The EAP was started a year ago with funding from the Caddo Parish Commission and City of Shreveport.  The 

program is designed to boost economic development and create jobs in Shreveport-Bossier and north Louisiana.  

Ideas and products are initially analyzed to determine whether they are viable.  EAP works with the entrepreneur 

to prepare them for a meeting with dozens of potential investors who make up the New Louisiana Angel Fund 

(NLAF) 1.  It’s up to the NLAF 1 investors to decide whether to fund the project.  EAP then works with the 

entrepreneur to help prepare the product for market. 

Since its inception in July 2014, more than 170 entrepreneurs have applied to take advantage of EAP services.  

Seven of these have advanced through a rigorous process to receive funding from the New Louisiana Angel 

Fund 1.  The 7 companies are Embera NeuroTherapeutics, Swaybox Studios, Mainspree, Innolyzer, Lagniappe 

Labs, Scada Access and Highly Favored Creations.  The products these companies are developing range from 

pharmaceutical drug combinations to combat various forms of addiction to a new puppet technology.  EAP 

Executive Director Dave Smith noted, “These companies have already created 27 jobs in Shreveport-Bossier and 

north Louisiana and they have also received over $10 million in additional capital from such markets as San 

Francisco, Austin, Dallas, Houston, New Orleans and Baton Rouge to continue their growth.”   

The EAP is continually looking for potential business opportunities.  An entrepreneur must agree to move their 

operations to Shreveport-Bossier/north Louisiana if they are accepted into the program.  Interested applicants 

can apply at www.EAPLA.com 

In addition to offering services to entrepreneurs, the EAP offers business coaching and networking opportunities 

to help grow the Shreveport/Bossier and north Louisiana entrepreneurial ecosystem. For example, the EAP is 

currently partnering with the University of Texas IC2 Institute on a series of seminars to share the best practices 

in all facets of entrepreneurial activities and develop a road map for activities moving forward.  Also, EAP started 

a unique internship program, pairing college students from north Louisiana education institutions with EAP 

entrepreneurs.  The program allows them to participate in the development of an idea or product.  This year, 5 

college students took part in the internship program. 

http://www.eapla.com/


 

  

Embera Neuro Therapeutics, Inc. is a clinical-stage pharma company that 

is focused on smoking cessation, cocaine dependence and other 

addictions.  Currently, there are limited, effective drug therapies and no 

approved pharmaceutical treatments. 

 

Embera is developing a new drug combination that targets the stress 

response system of specific brain functions that drive cravings and 

relapses related to these disorders.  The drug combination has already 

been successfully demonstrated in a study on people who are cocaine 

dependent. 

 

 

 



 

  

SWAYBOX STUDIOS 

Swaybox Studios has developed groundbreaking new puppet technology 

for film and TV.  The studio was founded three years ago by Arthur Mintz, 

Theresa Andersson, Noah Scruggs and Chris Armand.   

 

The four owners met during the production of Mintz and Andersson’s 

interactive theatre show, “Fantastic Mr. Fox.”  After the show’s run, the 

four met regularly in a Shreveport garage to discuss the various ways 

puppets could be used in film and TV.  With a whiteboard full of ideas, 

they moved into a warehouse and spent two and a half years in research 

development. 

 

Swaybox Studios is currently working on its first feature-length project 

which is a magic realist coming-of-age story set in New Orleans. 

 

 



 

  

Innolyzer’s founders have discovered an unmet need in the 

measurement of hydrogen sulfide in aqueous samples.  It plays a key 

role in the environment, many industries and human biology.  It’s a toxic 

gas that has the smell of rotten eggs and in high levels could be 

deadly.  The gas is commonly formed in nature and released during the 

decay of organic matter.  It also a byproduct of petroleum/natural gas 

drilling and refining, waste water treatment, paper mills and landfills.  It 

also plays an important role in determining health ailments. 

 

Innolyzer is developing products for various industries that can measure 

the hydrogen sulfide content of any liquid.  This would be the first of its 

kind technology.   

 

 



 

  

Mainspree was founded in 2014, with the mission to make selling online as 

simple as posting a photo.  Mainspree is developing the tools small 

businesses need to efficiently and effectively sell in the online 

world.  Whether you own a vintage clothing store, provide a popular service 

or an artist looking to sell your work, Mainspree has the fastest, most  

hands-off way to sell your product or service to your online followers. 

 

Mainspree is changing online selling, by connecting the right item to the right 

consumer.  We want to make the shopping experience effortless and 

seamless for the store owner, as well as, the customer. 

 



 

 

 

  

SCADA Access simplifies and accelerates our customers’ ability to deploy 

secure Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) for Machine to Machine (M2M) 

communications on the Verizon Wireless Network. SCADA’s technology 

reduces deployment time by 95% and cuts costs by 43%. SCADA is partnered 

with Verizon Wireless, and is integrated into Verizon’s datacenter.  

The founder of SCADA Access is Hilton Nicholson. Hilton is a LaTech Alum who 

has worked in the communications industry for 30+ years. Hilton currently 

resides in Fairhope, Alabama, but has decided to relocate to Northwest 

Louisiana because of several benefits, Including the Entrepreneurial 

Acceleration Program.  

 

 

 

 



 

  

Pet Anti-Breeding System (PABSTM) 

Highly Favored Creations, LLC developed a pet health product that could help 

increase a pet’s lifespan. This product is the patented Pet Anti-Breeding 

System (PABSTM), essentially a chastity belt for female dogs. PABSTM can 

lengthen the lifespan of animals by preventing the practice of pre-mature 

(before the dog is fully developed) spaying, which has been shown 

scientifically to decrease the average life-span of dogs. PABS™ fits neatly into 

the Traditional Spaying and Neutering Paradigm by allowing pet parents to 

securely guard against unwanted pregnancies while they wait to spay.    

The founder of Highly Favored Creations is Dexter Blanch. Blanch brings 40+ 

years of dog training experience through which the idea for PABSTM was 

developed.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lagniappe Labs’ Genesis technology helps take the guess work out of 

researching the value of privately held companies.  It gives investors and 

potential investors interested in privately held companies accurate 

information to help make decisions.  Genesis accesses the largest database 

available, including information on publicly traded stocks, federal filings, 

corporate filings and more.  It replaces ‘wiki’ or ‘media’ databases which could 

contain erroneous information. 

 

 

 

 


